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A Spirit  of  Warmth  and  Love 


As  the  time  for  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
approaches,  many  of  us  become  increas- 
ingly involved  with  the  shuffling  of  names, 
the  writing  of  words,  the  allocation  of 
rooms,  the  collection  of  play  materials, 
the  ordering  of  films,  etc.  All  this  busy 
work,  necessary  as  it  is  to  the  smooth 
running  of  Yearly  Meeting,  tends  to  cause 
us  to  lose  sight  of  the  true  purpose  of  our 
session  together. 

In  1946,  Friends  said  the  purpose  of  the 
new  Yearly  Meeting  they  were  starting 
would  be  ‘‘to  strengthen  and  support  one 
another  in  our  common  search  for  truth 
and  inward  peace  ...”  In  the  following 
years,  as  attendance  at  annual  sessions 
increased,  it  was  found  that  many  Friends 
became  overburdened  with  the  organiza- 
tional tasks  necessary  to  the  running  of  a 
complex  group.  The  newer  and  the  more 
timid  attenders  at  Yearly  Meeting  re- 
mained on  the  fringes,  possibly  with  a 
sense  of  not  belonging.  To  alleviate  this 
situation  the  adult  attenders  of  Yearly 
Meeting  were  divided  into  small  groups 
called  Worship-Fellowship  Groups.  These 
groups  provide  an  hour  and  a half  each 
day  of  Yearly  Meeting  when  those  con- 
cerned with  the  mechanics  of  operating 
the  session  can  drop  such  cares  and  join 
those  who  feel  on  the  fringe  of  things,  to 
focus  on  that  search  for  truth  and  inward 
peace  that  is  the  true  business  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting. 

There  is  no  guarantee,  of  course,  that 
every  Worship-Fellowship  Group  will  suc- 
ceed in  facilitating  the  search  for  every 
person  in  it. 

The  Worship-Fellowship  Committee  has 
been  working  to  find  and  train  good  lead- 
ers ; the  Arrangements  Committee  will 
locate  the  best  meeting  places  they  can 
find  on  the  Willamette  University  campus. 
The  rest  of  you  can  help  in  the  preparation 
by  carefully  filling  out  the  Worship-Fel- 
lowship section  on  the  registration  blank 
so  that  we  will  know  as  much  as  possible 
about  your  desires  for  this  part  of  Yearly 
Meeting  and  thus  be  able  to  place  you  in 


the  group  that  most  nearly  fits  your 
needs.  Junior  High  age  people  should  sign 
up  for  the  Junior  High  Dialogues  unless 
they  are  mature  enough  that  they  would 
prefer  to  be  with  adults.  As  was  the  case 
last  year,  all  those  who  want  to  be  in  a 
Worship-Fellowship  Group  must  register 
at  least  two  weeks  in  advance  of  Yearly 
Meeting.  Late  registrants  will  be  assigned 
to  an  unprogrammed  Meeting  for  Worship. 

There  have  been  some  requests  for  Wor- 
ship-Fellowship Groups  that  concern  them- 
selves with  some  special  interest,  such  as 
A1  Anderson’s  “New  Life  Commitments,” 
or  for  those  that  would  use  the  Quaker 
Dialogue  approach.  If  you  have  some  such 
special  request  there  is  a place  on  the  back 
of  the  blank  to  make  this  known.  We  won’t 
promise  that  we  can  fill  all  requests,  but 
we  will  try  to  combine  people  into  as  con- 
genial or  productive  groups  as  our  knowl- 
edge of  your  wishes  and  our  resources 
permit. 

Once  we  have  been  assigned  to  a group, 
located  the  meeting  place  and  arrived  at 
the  appointed  time,  the  real  experience 
begins.  How  can  each  of  us  contribute 
and  receive  the  maximum  benefit  from 
this  experience?  Some  guidelines  that 
have  proved  helpful  in  the  past  are: 

1.  Speak  from  your  own  feelings  and 
experience. 

2.  Bear  in  mind  that  your  task  is  to 
understand  what  others  are  saying  and  to 
make  yourself  understood,  rather  than  to 
judge  others’  viewpoints  or  to  justify 
your  own. 

3.  Enter  into  the  sessions  in  a spirit 
of  worshipful  expectancy,  allowing  each 
vocal  contribution  to  be  framed  in  a living 
silence. 

If  we  make  these  preparations  and  fol- 
low these  guidelines  we  should  all  be  able 
to  share  in  the  kind  of  experience  that  will 
permeate  the  entire  Yearly  Meeting  with 
a spirit  of  warmth  and  love. 

MONETTE  H.  THATCHER 
Chairman,  Subcommittee 
on  Worship-Fellowship  Groups 
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New  Life 

This  interest  group  (New  Life — Direc- 
tions in  an  Exploding  Civilization)  sched- 
uled at  the  forthcoming  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  is  for  those  who  either  are  al- 
ready committed — or  who  feel  right  about 
committing  themselves — to  a rather  '‘pe- 
culiar’^ life-direction.  Thus,  for  this  in- 
terest group  it  matters  not  where  a par- 
ticipant presently  finds  himself  in  his  life, 
where  one  presently  starts  from.  What 
we’ll  be  talking  about  is  direction  and 
how  to  take  practical  steps  in  that  direc- 
tion from  where  we  now  find  ourselves. 

The  direction  is  twofold,  heading  out 
and  away  from  certain  commitments  and 
toward  certain  others: 

— Away  from  complicity  with  what  we 
cannot  in  good  conscience  support. 

— Toward  commitments  to  each  other 
which  do  have  the  support  of  inner  light 
and  conscience  and  which  bring  us  closer 
to  being  at  peace  not  only  with  our  own 
“in  group”  but  with  the  whole  biological, 
sociological  and  spiritual  eco-system. 

This  direction  clearly  must  be  away 
from  super-technology  as  presently  con- 
stituted, because  as  things  now  stand  our 
consciences  either  don’t  get  sufficient 
feedback  on  technology’s  indirect  effects 
on  us  or  the  feedback  we  do  get  leaves  us 
vaguely  ill-at-ease  and  guilt-ridden  with- 
out indicating  how  we  can  take  practical 
steps  to  set  things  right.  This  suggests 
that  we  must  move  toward  . . . 

Though  many  of  us  may  have  to  live 
with  and  even  within  super-technology 
for  some  time  yet,  we  can  give  our  energy 
to  a new  direction  and  we  can  start  taking 
steps  in  that  direction.  Just  what  these 
steps  can  be  and  just  how  we  can  help 
each  other  bring  them  about  will  be  the 
focus  of  our  discussions. 

In  keeping  with  this  direction,  it  seems 
fitting  that  this  interest  group  camp  to- 
gether at  the  YM  camping  area  about  two 
miles  or  a half  hour’s  walk  from  the  cen- 
tral conference  site.  To  simplify  organi- 
zation, suppose  each  brings  his  own  food, 
including  what  he  would  like  to  share  with 
others.  Those  who  start  coming  the  Fri- 
day before  PYM  begins  will  help  sharpen 
up  the  theme  for  discussion,  and  those  who 
are  prepared  to  stay  several  days  or  a 
week  beyond  PYM  may  try  some  “com- 
munity” together. 
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Instructions  for  PYM  Registration  Form 


The  registration  form  for  PYM  Yearly- 
Meeting  at  Salem,  Oregon,  will,  it  is  hoped, 
be  considerably  simpler  for  the  prospective 
attenders  to  fill  out.  There  has  been  an 
elimination  of  duplicate  writing  of  names 
and  computation  of  charges  will  be  based 
on  whether  you  are  attending  for  four  or 
five  days  and  whether  you  are  eating 
meals  in  the  dining  commons  or  elsewhere. 

We  will  be  asking  for  the  name  of  the 
head  of  each  family  group,  with  the  home 
address  and  phone  number.  You  will  then 
be  asked  to  enter  the  names,  sex,  age  and 
meeting  affiliation  of  each  person  attend- 
ing Yearly  Meeting  as  a part  of  this  fam- 
ily group.  If  the  attenders  are  still  in 
school  we  ask  that  you  indicate  the  grade 
in  which  they  will  be  enrolled  in  Septem- 
ber of  1971.  There  will  be  places  to  check 
which  of  the  early  morning  programs  you 
wish  to  be  attending  and  the  number  of 
days  each  member  of  the  group  will  be  at- 
tending Yearly  Meeting.  Unless  there  is 
an  indication  to  the  contrary,  members  of 
each  family  group,  including  sponsored 
Junior  Friends,  will  be  placed  in  programs 
appropriate  to  their  grade  in  school.  Those 
below  the  seventh  grade  will  be  placed  in 
the  children’s  program,  those  in  the  sev- 
enth, eighth  and  ninth  grade  in  the  Junior 
High  Program,  those  in  the  10th,  11th, 
and  12th  grades  in  the  Senior  High  Pro- 
pam,  and  students  above  the  12th  grade 
in  the  College  Program. 

There  will  be  a space  for  the  parent  or 
sponsor  of  Junior  Friends  to  indicate  con- 
sent for  housing  in  the  High  School  dorms 
for  students  entering  the  10th,  11th  or 

Where  We  Will 

Willamette  University  and  the  City  of 
Salem,  Oregon,  which  surrounds  it  date 
back  to  1834,  when  settlers  of  the  Oregon 
Country  established  a Mission  School  for 
Indians.  On  February  1,  1842,  the  Oregon 
Institute,  immediate  forerunner  of  Wil- 
lamette University  was  established.  The 
Board  of  Trustees  appointed  on  that  date 
has  been  in  continuous  existence  since, 
which  gives  Willamette  a valid  claim  as 
the  oldest  institution  of  higher  learning 
west  of  the  Missouri  River. 

Salem  was  selected  as  the  capital  of  the 
Oregon  Territory  in  1850,  and  its  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  in  1853  granted  a charter 
to  “Wallamet  University.” 


12th  grade  in  September.  This  year  these 
accommodations  consist  of  large  sleeping 
porches  having  a capacity  of  25  beds. 
Sleeping  porch  assignment  will  be  by  sex 
on  a first-come,  first-serve  basis. 

Three  new  items  will  appear  on  the 
registration  form  this  year  for  the  first 
time.  One  of  these  is  the  following  state- 
ment: 

Alcohol  and  illegal  drugs  are  not 
permitted  at  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting. 
Submission  of  this  Registration  indi- 
cates that  you  accede  to  this  regul- 
lation. 

A second  item  will  be  a release  from  the 
parent  of  sponsored  Junior  Friends  to  per- 
mit medical  attention  in  the  event  such  is 
needed  during  the  time  of  the  meeting. 
And  the  third  is  closely  related,  being  a 
request  for  an  emergency  address  in  the 
event  of  serious  accident  or  illness  at  Year- 
ly Meeting. 

The  final  item  on  the  registration  form 
will  be  the  endorsement  of  the  Clerk  or 
other  individual  acting  on  behalf  of  the 
Monthly  Meeting  forwarding  the  registra- 
tion application  to  the  Registrar. 

The  Registrar  will  convert  this  infor- 
mation into  the  necessary  coupons  for  the 
Yearly  Meeting  staff  and  acknowledge  re- 
ceipt of  the  registration  form.  Registrar’s 
address  is  the  same  as  last  year,  Frank  J. 
Burnham,  P.  0.  Box  602,  Reno  NV  89504. 
Last  date  for  sending  in  registrations  will 
be  July  26,  and  the  Registrar  will  plan 
on  being  at  Willamette  University  the 
afternoon  of  August  6. 

FRANK  J.  BURNHAM 
Registrar 

Find  Ourselves 

The  university  is  on  a 55-acre  campus, 
which  adjoins  the  grounds  of  the  Oregon 
State  Capitol  It  is  close  to  state  institu- 
tions, courts  of  law,  state  and  city  librar- 
ies, downtown  Salem  and  a new  civic  cen- 
ter. Train  and  bus  depots  are  within  easy 
walking  distance,  and  the  Salem  Airport 
is  less  than  three  miles  away.  The  campus 
can  be  reached  from  the  Oregon  Coast  in 
an  hour’s  drive,  and  it  is  50  minutes  driv- 
ing time  from  Portland. 

Salem,  with  a population  of  69,000,  is 
Oregon’s  third  largest  city.  Its  principal 
industries  are  agriculture  and  food  pro- 
cessing, lumbering  and  manufacturing. 
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TO  JUNIOR  FRIENDS 

(The  following  is  the  wording  of  letters 
prepared  for  all  Junior  Friends  intending 
to  attend  this  year’s  gathering  of  Friends 
at  Willamette  University.  It  is  signed  by 
the  Pacific  Junior  Yearly  Meeting  Execu- 
tive Committee  and  published  here  at  the 
committee’s  request.) 

Dear  Junior  Friends, 

The  problems  of  disrespect  toward  Pa- 
cific Yearly  Meeting  and  the  campuses  it 
is  held  on  has  been  of  great  concern  to  the 
Junior  Friends  Executive  Committee. 
Every  year  we  create  problems  for  the 
colleges,  and  as  a result,  they  are  increas- 
ingly reluctant  to  rent  their  campuses  to 
us. 

These  problems  include  damage  to  build- 
ings, litter,  and  drugs.  If  this  disrespect 
continues,  we  risk  losing  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing entirely,  as  we  will  be  unable  to  find  a 
location  for  the  meeting. 

One  definite  rule  we  must  make  is  that 
drugs  are  prohibited.  People  using  drugs 
on  campus  will  be  sent  home  immediately. 
Drug  use  at  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  jeop- 
ardizes its  existence. 

If  you  don’t  care,  if  you  want  to  use 
drugs  at  Yearly  Meeting,  don’t  come,  as 
you  will  ruin  it  for  those  who  do  care. 

WHERE  TO  WRITE 

For  an  application  to  attend  PYM:  the 
clerk  of  the  PYM  Monthly  Meeting  with 
which  you  have  a relationship. 

To  Ben  and  Madge  Seaver,  our  Friends 
in  the  Orient:  80,  Yee  Wo  Street  16/ F 
Causeway  Bay,  Hong  Kong. 

To  any  of  the  PYM  officers  or  com- 
mittee chairmen:  See  listing  under  mast- 
head in  the  adjacent  column. 

For  more  information  on  the  New  Life 
— Directions  in  an  Exploding  Civilization 
interest  group:  Alfred  F.  Andersen,  370- 
188th  St.,  Surrey,  B.C.,  Canada. 

For  suggestions  for  the  Communications 
interest  group  agenda:  Communications, 
1129  N.  Catalina  Ave.,  Pasadena  CA  91104. 

For  questions  your  Monthly  Meeting 
Clerk  cannot  answer  about  registration  or 
accommodations  for  PYM : Frank  J.  Burn- 
ham, Registrar,  P.  O.  Box  602,  Reno, 
Nevada  89504. 

Please  do  not  channel  your  requests  for 
information  through  the  Friends  Bulletin, 
which  is  already  bogged  down  in  corres- 
pondence. 

BRENT  HOWELL 
Editor 


ALLOWED  MEETING 

Orange  Grove  Friends  Meeting  has  ap- 
proved a request  from  the  Worship  Group 
at  the  Friends  Retirement  Center  in  Alta- 
dena  for  the  status  of  an  Allowed  Meet- 
ing. John  W.  Borland  is  correspondent  for 
the  new  Meeting.  He  announces  that  Meet- 
ing for  Worship  is  held  every  Sunday  at 
11  a.m.  in  the  Central  Building  of  the 
Friends  Retirement  Association,  2691  N. 
Lincoln  Ave.,  Altadena,  CA  91001.  Visi- 
tors are  welcome. 

DEATHS 

ESTHER  ELLIOTT.  A Memorial  Ser- 
vice was  held  on  March  27,  1971,  at 
Friends  Center  in  Seattle  for  Esther  Elli- 
ott, long-time  member  of  University  Meet- 
ing, who  died  on  January  1,  1971,  in  Cali- 
fornia. Many  helpful  messages  were 
shared  about  what  Esther’s  warmth  and 
interest  in  others  and  her  helpfulness  had 
meant  to  them. 

LARRY  LARSEN,  older  son  of  Virginia 
Larsen  and  brother  of  Gary  Larsen,  both 
of  University  Meeting,  died  from  injuries 
in  a traffic  accident  on  March  7,  1971.  A 
funeral  was  held  in  Oakland  on  March  11 
and  a memorial  service  on  March  14  at 
the  Lakewood  Methodist  Church  in  Ta- 
coma. Especially  moving  and  meaningful 
was  the  real  fellowship  and  common  feel- 
ing which  seemed  to  bridge  the  gap  be- 
tween the  life  styles  of  the  older  people 
and  the  young  people  who  had  felt  close 
to  Larry. 

LILLIAN  CONOVER.  A Memorial  Ser- 
vice for  Lillian  Conover,  who  died  on 
March  29,  1971,  was  held  on  May  9 at 
University  Friends  Meetinghouse.  The 
Fellowship  of  Reconciliation  was  suggest- 
ed as  recipient  for  any  memorial  dona- 
tions. Friends  also  opened  Meeting  for 
Business  on  April  9 with  this  tribute  from 
Fred  Barnett:  ‘T  will  always  think  of  her 
as  a representative  of  ‘the  search  for 
truth’;  strong,  honest,  direct,  willing  to 
help  others,  not  wanting  to  burden  others 
with  her  troubles.  Lillian  Conover  was,  is 
and  forever  more  shall  remain  a wonder- 
ful, beautiful  person.” 

WEDDINGS 

DUTCHER-WARE.  Ross  Dutcher  and 
Marion  Ware  were  married  at  Cecil  Green 
Park  on  the  University  of  British  Colum- 
bia campus  on  March  27,  1971,  under  the 
care  of  Vancouver  Monthly  Meeting. 
Marion  is  a member  of  London  (England) 
Yearly  Meeting. 
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Facts  and  Interpretations 


In  Hong  Kong  sources  of  information 
about  China  are  many  and  varied.  One  of 
these  is  the  U.S.  Consulate.  Strategically, 
and  perhaps  symbolically,  situated  be- 
tween the  governor’s  residence  and  the 
Hong  Kong  government  offices,  one  of  its 
major  activities  is  collecting  data  on  and 
monitoring  news  from  China.  It  produces 
daily,  in  English,  a 40  to  50  page  mimeo- 
graphed “Survey  of  China  Mainland 
Press”  containing  long  excerpts  and  com- 
plete articles  from  the  national  and  pro- 
vincial press.  Also  dail3^  similar  in  size 
and  format,  are  the  reports  from  monitor- 
ing the  national  and  provincial  radio 
broadcasts  from  China.  “Selections  From 
China  Mainland  Magazines”  is  published 
monthly,  and  several  times  a month  “Cur- 
rent Background”  containing  official  re- 
ports and  documents,  chapter  length  ex- 
cerpts from  books,  etc.  All  of  these  can 
be  subscribed  for  at  a cost  of  about  $120 
a year.  Instead,  I spend  one  or  two  morn- 
ings a week,  at  the  library  on  the  second 
floor  of  the  Consulate,  keeping  up  with  the 
current  issues. 

The  British  Regional  Information  Ser- 
vice here  publishes  a weekly  “China  News 
Summary”  subtitled  “Major  Current 
Events  as  Revealed  in  the  Press  and  Radio 
of  the  Chinese  People’s  Government.”  I 
am  on  the  mailing  list  of  this  Information 
Service,  having  obtained  the  necessary 
recommendation  from  the  U.S.  Consulate. 
Of  course,  summaries  inevitably  involve 
editorializing,  not  only  in  the  choice  of 
what  is  included  and  what  omitted,  but 
also  in  the  way  the  facts  are  presented. 
Whatever  editorial  commentary,  overt  or 
implied,  these  summaries  include  are  in 
the  main  interesting,  thought  provoking 
and  helpful  so  long  as  one  remembers  that 
alternative  interpretations  are  possible  and 
may  be  equally  valid.  Along  with  the 
“China  News  Summary”  comes  the  week- 
ly “China  Notes,”  commentaries  on  news 
events.  For  instance,  a recent  issue  cover- 
ed China’s  Second  Satellite,  Chinese  propa- 
ganda on  Africa,  Japan/ China  Trade 
Talks,  Official  Criticism  of  Chinese  News- 
paper Men,  Mao’s  Philosophy  “Saves  To- 
matoes” and  Industry  Must  Aid  Agricul- 
ture. 

The  article  on  Mao’s  Philosophy  “Saves 
Tomatoes”  opens  with  this  paragraph: 
“The  philosophy  of  Mao  Tse-tung  is 


magic  weapon  without  which  one  cannot 
make  revolution,’  according  to  Lanchow 
Radio  (January  24).  Its  determining  in- 
fluence must  therefore  be  reflected  in 
every  field  of  human  endeavor,  and  in  the 
last  few  months  New  China  News  Agency 
has  reported  its  application  to  deep-sea 
fishing,  peanut  growing,  curing  blindness, 
collecting  scrap,  writing  text  books,  drill- 
ing for  oil,  weather  control,  water  divining 
and  more  recently  keeping  vegetables 
fresh  and  pest  control.”  From  my  own 
reading  of  the  Chinese  press  I could  add 
other  claims  for  Mao’s  thought,  such  as 
the  winning  of  athletic  contests,  stable 
high  yields  in  agriculture  and  locating 
hidden  mineral  deposits.  It  is  easy  to 
laugh  at  such  enthusiasm,  but  is  it  really 
anything  more  than  the  usual  claim  that 
religion  affects  all  of  a man’s  life  and  all 
of  his  activities?  There  are  other  indica- 
tions besides  this  that  would  characterize 
Maoism  as  a religion.  It  should  be  pointed 
out,  in  fairness  to  “China  Notes,”  that  the 
rest  of  the  article  is  quite  serious  and  in- 
formative about  how  these  claims  are 
made  in  the  Chinese  press  and  broadcasts. 

Occasionally  also  the  Information  Ser- 
vice mailing  includes  “China  Topics,”  doc- 
umentation on  specific  topics  taken  mainly 
from  the  press  and  radio  of  the  Chinese 
People’s  Republic.  A recent  issue  gave  the 
details  on  the  setting  up  of  the  first  eight 
Provincial  Communist  Party  Committee, 
including  biographical  data  on  all  officers 
so  far  named.  This  is  the  sort  of  informa- 
tion that  is  invaluable  to  the  scholar  in 
this  field. 

If  one  still  has  the  time  and  interest  for 
more  reading  about  China,  there  is  a con- 
siderable Chinese  Communist  Press  in 
Hong  Kong.  One  of  them,  Ta  Kung  Pao, 
has  a weekly  supplement  in  English.  There 
is  also  a monthly  review  called  Eastern 
Horizon,  and  of  course,  the  well  known 
weekly.  Far  Eastern  Economic  Review, 
every  issue  of  which  has  something  on 
China. 

Besides  the  printed  word,  there  are 
probably  more  people  in  Hong  Kong  in- 
formed about  China  than  anywhere  else 
in  the  world.  A number  of  foreign  schol- 
ars, most  of  them  writing  Ph.D.  theses, 
work  at  the  University  Services  Center  in 
Kowloon.  Religious  organizations  and  uni- 
versities are  full  of  people  who  have  spent 
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many  years  of  their  life  in  China,  and 
many  of  the  younger  people  were  born  and 
brought  up  there.  A thin  stream  of  refu- 
gees still  flows  into  Hong  Kong  from  the 
Mainland,  and  there  are  Hong  Kong  Chi- 
nese and  others,  mainly  business  people 
and  diplomatic  personnel,  who  go  back  and 
forth  continually. 

To  take  advantage  of  some  of  this  ex- 
pertise, the  Hong  Kong  Friends  Meeting 
recently  decided  to  experiment  with  a 
series  of  four  evening  meetings  held  week- 
ly on  the  general  subject  of  China.  At  the 
opening  session  a young  American  scholar, 
who  is  writing  his  Ph.D.  thesis  on  China’s 
foreign  policy,  gave  us  a brief  rundown  of 
the  historical  background  from  1911  to 
1949.  At  our  second  meeting  an  English 
Friend,  who  had  visited  China  in  1966, 
showed  slides  and  talked  of  her  impres- 
sions. At  our  third  session,  Ray  White- 
head,  who  is  here  representing  the  Na- 
tional Council  of  Churches  and  has  year 
off  to  write  a book  on  the  ethics  of  Mao- 
ism, talked  about  Love  and  Hate  in  Mao’s 
Thought. 

Our  final  session  gave  us  some  difficul- 
ty. We  wanted  someone  to  give  the  case 
for  the  Cultural  Revolution.  Our  first 
choice  was  for  a Chinese  Communist,  but 
this  proved  impossible  since  few  of  them 
speak  English  well  enough  and  none  was 
willing  to  talk  to  a group  such  as  ours. 
Our  second  choice  was  for  a Chinese  who, 
though  non-communist,  would  favor  the 
Cultural  Revolution.  Several  friends  who 
had  been  here  for  a long  time,  thought  this 
was  possible  and  promised  to  help  find 
such  a person,  but  at  the  last  minute  this 
also  failed.  Fortunately,  James  Yee,  who 
does  the  “China  News  Summary”  for  the 
British  Regional  Information  Service, 
saved  us,  and  although  he  does  not  favor 
the  Cultural  Revolution,  he  is  so  well  in- 
formed that  he  could  not  fail  to  be  inter- 
esting. 

James  Yee’s  position  is  very  much  like 
that  expressed  by  Robert  Elegant  in  his 
new  book,  “Mao’s  Great  Revolution.”  His 
thesis  was  that  the  Cultural  Revolution 
had  failed.  Though  anti-Maoists  in  key 
positions  were  removed,  their  ideas  still 
prevail;  though  Mao  is  revered,  his  ideas 
are  not  followed,  and  finally,  though  the 
Red  Guards  and  the  Maoists  broke  the 
power  of  the  Communist  Party  and  State 
bureaucracies,  the  revolutionaries  are  now 


scattered  and  in  disrepute,  and  the  mili- 
tary has  taken  over. 

I find  it  impossible  to  accept  this  thesis 
in  its  entirety.  If  we  agree  that  the  mili- 
tary has  greatly  increased  its  role  and 
authority,  we  should  beware  of  thinking 
of  the  Chinese  military  in  Western  terms. 
Under  Lin  Piao  the  People’s  Liberation 
Army  is  at  least  as  much  an  economic, 
social  and  political  institution  as  it  is  a 
military  one.  In  fact,  it  seems  to  spend 
more  time  as  an  agricultural  and  indus- 
trial producer  and  as  a propagator  of  Mao 
thought  than  it  does  in  military  maneu- 
vers. Moreover,  if  we  are  to  judge  by  the 
leadership  of  the  14  Provincial  Party 
Committees  first  reconstituted,  it  is  PLA 
political  commissars  who  are  increasingly 
in  control,  not  the  military  commanders. 
According  to  the  Far  Eastern  Economic 
Review  of  April  3,  “With  half  of  China’s 
new  party  committees  decided,  PLA  politi- 
cal commissars  head  seven  and  hold  im- 
portant positions  in  all  fourteen.  Men  with 
military  command  backgrounds  lead  only 
three.” 

We  asked  James  Yee  if  the  Cultural 
Revolution  had  not  at  least  succeeded  in 
breaking  the  educational  system  as  an  in- 
stitution which  was  providing  an  elite 
class.  After  all,  the  student  bodies  of  the 
reopened  universities  are  now  predomi- 
nantly workers,  peasants  and  soldiers, 
chosen  by  their  commune,  factory  or  mili- 
tary units,  and  expected  back,  after  a rela- 
tively brief  period  of  schooling,  to  give 
their  enormous  bodies  the  benefit  of  their 
training.  Faculties  also  were  no  longer 
entirely  professional,  but  liberally  sprin- 
kled with  experienced  workers,  peasants 
and  soldiers,  one  of  whose  tasks  was  to 
insure  that  the  curriculum  was  relevant 
to  the  work  for  which  the  students  were 
preparing.  Moreover,  faculty  and  students 
now  spend  a good  part  of  their  school  year 
in  actual  agricultural  and  industrial  pro- 
duction. 

Yee  admitted  the  facts  but  had  an  en- 
tirely different  interpretation.  The  for- 
mer student  body,  he  said,  and  some  of 
the  faculty  were  the  core  of  the  Red 
Guards,  who  had  kept  the  country  in  tur- 
moil for  several  years  and  had  only  been 
brought  under  control  by  the  army.  It  was 
too  risky  to  allow  these  revolutionaries  to 
come  together  in  large  numbers  on  uni- 
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versity  campuses.  Therefore,  they  had 
been  scattered  all  over  the  countryside  and 
the  univesrities  filled  with  people  the  re- 
gime could  trust.  As  for  the  shorter  dur- 
ation of  educational  courses  and  the  part 
work-part  study  program,  he  explained 
that  by  the  economic  pressure  in  a poor 
country  to  keep  the  expenses  of  education, 
down  and  the  urgent  need  for  the  help 
even  partially  trained  people  could  give 
in  a largely  uneducated  population.  Simi- 
larly, it  is  possible  to  ascribe  contradic- 
tory meanings  to  the  setting  up  of  the 
May  7 Cadre  Schools,  hundreds  of  which 
have  come  into  existence  all  over  the 
country ; and  Mao’s  directive  that  all  party 
and  state  officials,  except  those  prevented 
by  old  age  or  ill  health,  spend  periods  of 
time  working  and  studying  with  the  poor 
and  lower  middle  peasants  in  the  country- 
side. The  officially  stated  purpose  of  this 
program  is  to  clarify  and  renew  the  revo- 
lutionary commitment  of  the  participants 
and  to  insure  that  cadres  stay  close  to 
those  they  are  supposed  to  serve.  The  al- 
ternative interpretation  sees  assignment  to 
a May  7 school  as  punishment  for  some  of- 
fense against  the  establishment,  and  tbe 
entire  program  as  a control  mechanism  to 
enforce  compliance  by  the  constant  threat 
that  temporary  banishment  to  hard  labor 
may  become  permanent. 

According  to  Lin  Piao  in  his  keynote 
speech  on  October  1,  1969,  at  the  20th  an- 
niversary celebration  of  the  founding  of 
the  People’s  Republic  of  China,  the  Cultur- 
al Revolution  had  four  major  aims.  The 
first,  that  of  “smashing  revisionism,”  can 
be  held  to  have  been  successfully  attained 
if  revisionism  is  seen  to  be  identified  with 
the  key  people  in  the  party  and  govern- 
ment bureaucracies,  from  Liu  Shao-chi 
down,  who  were  removed,  and  with  a 
bourgeois  dominated  educational  system, 
which  was  radically  modified.  If,  however, 
all  bureaucracies,  including  revolutionary 
ones,  have  a tendency  to  create  an  elite 
class,  and  to  increase  inequalities,  then  the 
victory  is  at  best  only  temporary,  and  the 
struggle  will  have  to  be  renewed  again 
and  again. 

The  second  aim,  to  change  the  very 
nature  of  the  Chinese  man  by  inculca- 
tion of  Mao’s  thought  on  a scale  of  un- 
precedented magnitude  and  intensity,  is 
obviously  an  effort  whose  success  can 
hardly  be  judged  in  less  than  a generation. 


To  create  a selfless  man,  whose  fulfillment 
comes  from  working  to  the  limits  of  his 
energy  and  ability  for  his  fellows;  to  ex- 
tend the  traditional  Chinese  family  com- 
mitment to  include  the  masses  every- 
where, such  efforts  could  be  inspiring 
even  in  failure.  Many  lives  may  be  touched 
and  ennobled  by  such  a goal  even  while, 
in  terms  of  800  million  Chinese,  it  is  a 
hopeless  venture. 

The  third  aim,  the  search  for  “revolu- 
tionary successors,”  seems  to  have  had  no 
success  at  all.  Very  few  of  the  young 
rebels  have  found  their  way  into  the  ranks 
of  the  new  leadership.  Perhaps  the  leader- 
ship needed  by  the  second  generation  of  a 
revolution  are  qualitatively  different  from 
that  of  the  first,  and  the  attempt  to  create 
“revolutionary  successors”  is  bound  to  fail 
because  it  is  thinking  in  terms  of  a situ- 
ation that  is  past. 

The  fourth  aim,  “strengthening  and  con- 
solidating the  economic  base  of  socialism,” 
is  again  one  whose  attainment  is  very  dif- 
ficult to  assess  in  the  short  run.  Certainly 
the  large  scale  disruptions  of  the  Cultural 
Revolution  must  have  had  some  negative 
effects  on  over-all  production  and  economic 
development.  One  must  wonder,  too,  about 
the  effects  on  the  new  leadership  of  the 
way  the  old  leaders  were  denounced  and 
disgraced.  An  intimidated  leadership  is 
unlikely  to  be  very  effective.  No  one 
knows  yet  whether  it  is  possible  to  boost 
production  by  substituting  political  en- 
thusiasm for  material  incentives,  nor  what 
the  effect  will  be  of  sending  millions  of 
urbanites  out  to  the  countryside  perman- 
ently, at  the  same  time  encouraging  local 
authorities  to  start  hundreds  of  small  fac- 
tories and  other  industrial  enterprises  in 
every  province.  It  is  probable  that  this 
decentralization  will  not  be  as  productive 
as  the  usual  development  of  large  scale 
urban  industry,  with  increasing  mechani- 
zation finally  turning  farming  into  fac- 
tories in  the  field.  But  if  this  program 
succeeds  in  breaking  down  the  current 
inequalities  between  city  and  country,  in- 
dustry and  agriculture,  and  mental  and 
physical  labor,  human  values  may  be 
served  even  if  the  most  efficient  produc- 
tion is  not,  and  China  may  yet  produce 
the  new  Renaissance  Man,  capable  of 
turning  his  hand  and  mind  to  any  problem 
that  arises. 

BEN  SEAVER 
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For  the  Children  of  Change  (To  My  Mother) 

Dialogue 

No  crossroads  is  the  present,  but  the  self-same  path, 
leading  onward,  difficult  and  tortuous, 
tired  journey  of  inevitable  change. 

To  what  avail  my  ceaseless  vigil, 

if  though  a mother,  I care  not  for  the  stranger, 

hut  only  for  my  own? 

Of  what  consequence  arduous  labor, 
if  there  be  no  concern  for  a brother 
but  for  ourselves  alone? 

‘‘Interdependence!”  cries  all  Nature.  But  Man, 
slow  to  heed,  will  not  know  nor  esteem  her, 
and  selfish,  violates  her  domain. 

Telling  it  straight 

Useless  to  dream  of  a noble  world — of  happiness, 
justice  for  all?  Peace?  How  far  distant! 

If  in  misery  and  fear,  man  is  still  born. 

Nations  extinguished  by  power  and  greed; 

the  fragile  child  torn  by  the  spectre  of  war.  The  bell 

tolls  and  women,  oppressed,  wait  in  tremulous  faith. 

Petition 

Be  quickened  earth  women! 

Work  together  to  overcome  violence  and  hate. 

Help  the  new  generation  that  seeks  to  better 
everymans  fate. 

Let  us  make  lovely  dwellings, 

not  in  arrogant  proffering  to  golden  image  nor  flag, 
but  for  human  need,  to  all  freely  giving  the  joy  of 
equality. 

ESTHER  THOMFORDE  de  GALLY 
Mexico  City  Monthly  Meeting 
(written  on  the  death  of  her  mother,  Margaret  W. 
Thomforde  of  London  Grove  Monthly  Meeting, 
“whose  life  was  dedicated  to  peace  and  brother- 
hood.”) 
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